Purchase Area Development District
Transportation Committee Meeting Minutes
March 24, 2026
 
Transportation Committee Members present (categorized by representation):
Committee members’ attendance, asterisk denotes absent
City/County Government			Guests
Kenny Imes, Chairman				Mark Welch, Fulton Hickman EDP
Kenny Wilson					
April Gallimore					
Bethany Cooper	 Webex			 	
Josh Sommer*					
	Ricky Stewart					
	Bill Marcum*				
	Jim Osborne*
		
Intermodal/ Freight				Purchase ADD Staff
Jim Garrett					Jon Young
[bookmark: _Hlk145916376]Dennis Rouleau Webex				Jim Lefevre
						Kim Toon							
Commerce/Economic Development	
	J/E Todd Cooper				
	Jason Lemle
		
Local Roads
Tim Pearson
Roy Wadkins*
Randy Williams*
 
Public & School Transportation
Jeremi Bumpus* 
	Kevin Kelley Webex
	
	
	Citizen Members
Brandon Marbry/Judge Terry*
Dwayne Stice
Ruth Taylor*
Aaron Blount*
Mike McGregor
Tony Smith*
Jerome Jenkins*

KYTC 
Kyle Poat*
Jason Looper*
Bryce Benifield*

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
Chairman Imes welcomed the guests and members of the Transportation Committee to the meeting. 

2. APPROVAL OF November 18, 2025 MINUTES
 Chairman Imes directed attention to the November 18, 2025 meeting minutes.
Mr. Mike McGregor made a motion to approve the August 18, 2025 meeting minutes as presented. Mr. Jason Lemle seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

3. KYTC DISTRICT 1 UPDATES
No report.

4.   Six Year Highway Plan Update
Jon Young provided an overview of the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’s 2026 Recommended Six-Year Highway Plan, which was released on January 16, 2026. He explained that the plan serves as a data-driven roadmap outlining transportation priorities through 2032 and includes more than 1,350 projects statewide, including 53 projects within the Purchase Region. These projects focus on improving safety, maintaining infrastructure, reducing congestion, supporting freight movement, and enhancing economic development.
Mr. Young explained that the plan is biennial in nature, with only the first two years funded at this time. The General Assembly is expected to finalize the plan by April 15, with the final version published in June 2026. He also described how projects are prioritized using a structured, data-driven process that includes asset management and the SHIFT (Strategic Highway Investment Formula for Tomorrow) scoring system. SHIFT evaluates projects based on safety, congestion, economic impact, cost-benefit, freight movement, infrastructure condition, and resiliency.
He further outlined the five key focus areas of the plan: asset management, high-growth counties, capacity improvements, ongoing programs, and the Local Assistance Road Program. Mr. Young emphasized the scale of Kentucky’s transportation system, noting it includes the 7th largest bridge network and 8th largest pavement network in the country, valued at approximately $96 billion.
Mr. Young discussed key challenges, particularly funding constraints and rising construction costs, which have increased significantly since 2020. The plan totals approximately $9.5 billion through 2032 but must remain fiscally constrained. As a result, it includes more projects than current funding can support and serves as a strategic framework for advancing projects as funding becomes available. He also noted that approximately $3.4 billion is allocated toward pavement and bridge preservation between FY 2027 and 2032.
During discussion, it was noted that SHIFT scores are not readily available in the public plan but will be shared with the committee upon request. Final biennium project details are expected to be available in June 2026.

5.  Paducah MPO Update
Jim LeFevre provided an update on the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). He began by noting positive economic momentum in the region and expressed optimism about future growth.
Mr. LeFevre reviewed the MPO’s FY 2026 funding structure, explaining that funding includes federal, state, and local contributions totaling approximately $147,000, along with additional funding from the Illinois Department of Transportation and a transit planning grant. He noted that current funding levels are strong but may decrease once temporary Illinois funding is reduced.
He provided an update on the development of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), a long-range, fiscally constrained plan that looks ahead 25 years. The plan is based on updated traffic modeling that incorporates regional growth projections and economic development trends. Mr. LeFevre reported that the analysis did not identify any major new project needs beyond those already recognized by the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet, indicating that the current planning process is functioning effectively.
He outlined the timeline for the MTP, which includes internal review, Federal Highway Administration review, and public review, with final adoption anticipated at the July 2026 MPO meeting. He emphasized that projects must be included in the MTP to receive federal funding and noted that the MTP will guide development of the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which feeds into the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).
Mr. LeFevre also discussed the Carbon Reduction Program, noting that funds were allocated to the Friendship Road project in FY 2025 and will be used for a sidewalk project along Coleman Road in FY 2026. He concluded with remarks on the anticipated federal highway bill, which is expected to simplify funding programs and maintain a strong emphasis on safety.

6. 	Safe Streets and Roads for All Programs (SS4A) Update
Jon Young provided an update on the Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) grant awarded to the Purchase Area Development District. He explained that the region received $200,000 in federal funding after applying in September 2022 to develop a comprehensive, data-driven Safety Action Plan.
Mr. Young reported that significant progress has been made in collaboration with the Kentucky Transportation Center, including identifying high-risk roadways using crash data and conducting field data collection across the region. This data is being used to develop a plan that will identify safety issues, recommend improvements, and prioritize projects.
He noted that the draft Safety Action Plan is expected to be available in early April 2026 and will be distributed for public and stakeholder review. He emphasized the importance of this plan, as it is required for eligibility for future federal implementation grants, which typically range from $5 million to $30 million. He encouraged committee members to review the draft and provide input to ensure local priorities are included.
7.  Other Business
Chairman Imes provided updates from recent legislative meetings in Frankfort. He discussed a new road rating system being implemented by the state, which utilizes a more standardized, data-driven approach for evaluating roadway conditions. He noted the importance of training local officials in this system to ensure consistency in project submissions.
Chairman Imes also reviewed the legislative timeline, noting that final action on transportation-related legislation is expected before April 15, followed by the Governor’s review period and potential veto considerations.
He further discussed anticipated increases in road funding allocations and potential changes to the gas tax calculation method, which may result in additional revenue for the state. He expressed optimism about future funding opportunities and improvements to the transportation system.

8.  Public Comments
No public comments were made.
9. ADJOURNMENT
 Mr. Mike McGregor made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Judge Kenny Wilson seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.


