House approves state road plan

FRANKFORT - Legislation that would provide over $3 billion for road projects statewide over
the next two years and beyond was approved by the House today.

House Appropriations and Revenue Chairman Rick Rand said the legislation will give
Kentuckians assurance that the state’s next road plan will be in a “more balanced state.”

“There are projects that have run into difficulty...but [ think for the most part we have done a
very good job of holding this plan together,” said Rand, D-Bedford.

The two-year road plan, which includes projects to be built between 2010 and 2012, is found in
Rand’s House Bill 292 which the House passed 67-32. Projects in the two-year plan are part of a
larger six-year road plan, although lawmakers decided to approve the two-year plan and projects
scheduled for the so-called “out years”—or years 2012 through 2016--of the larger plan in
separate pieces of legislation. Projects scheduled for the last four years of the plan were included
in House Joint Resolution 70, which passed by a vote of 97-2.

Rand said projects scheduled for funding in the out years will become “extremely important™ as
the state’s budget deficit decreases.

The Transportation Cabinet budget was approved in a third bill, HB 291, also sponsored by
Rand. The bill, which passed the House 72-27, includes over $300 million each year of the
biennium in road funds for state-supported construction, over $323 million each of the next two
years for road maintenance, around $112 million over the biennium for road work around Fort
Knox, $300 million in highway bonds next fiscal year to beef up highway construction project
funding, $131 million in reauthorized funding for the Louisville bridges project, $330 million in
federal GARVEE bonds for the K'Y 80 Lake Barkley bridges project, along with funding for
aviation development, public transport, hlghway safety and the Kentucky Pride litter program.

All three measures now go to the Senate for consideration.
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